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SUBJECT: SOVIET NON-PAPER ON UN SPECIAL SESSION ON DIS- 
ARMAMENT 

REF: STATE 049218 

1 . EMBASSY SHOULD APPROACH MFA AT APPROPRIATE LEVEL AND 
OFFER THE FOLLOWING POINTS IN RESPONSE TO THE NON-PAPER 
PRESENTED TO THE DEPARTMENT ON MARCH 3 BY SOVIET EMBASSY 
(SEE REFTEL). 
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(A) THE UNITED STATES HAS ADOPTED A POSITIVE ATTITUDE 
TOWARDS THE SPECIAL SESSION AND WILL PARTICIPATE ACTIVELY 
IN THE PREPARATORY MEETINGS. 

(B) WE ARE PLEASED TO NOTE THE WILLINGNESS OF THE USSR TO 
COOPERATE WITH THE U.S. IN PREPARATION FOR THE SPECIAL 
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SESSION. 

(C) WE WISH TO CONSULT WITH THE USSR TO ASSURE THAT THE 
WORK OF THE SPECIAL SESSION WILL NOT ADVERSELY AFFECT THE 
ONGOING WORK OF THE SALT AND CCD, WHICH WE REGARD AS THE 
PRIMARY MULTILATERAL ARMS CONTROL FORUM. 

(D) WE RECOMMEND THE ADOPTION OF A SPECIAL SESSION 
DECISION MAKING SYSTEM WHICH IS BASED ON CONSENSUS AND 
WHICH AVOIDS CONFRONTATION BETWEEN NON-NUCLEAR AND NUCLEAR 
POWERS. 

(E) WE CONSIDER THE SPECIAL SESSION TO BE DISTINCT IN 

ITS OBJECTIVES AND FUNCTIONS FROM A WORLD DISARMAMENT 
CONFERENCE AND COULD NOT REGARD ONE AS IMPLYING MOVEMENT 
TOWARD THE OTHER. 

(F) WE ARE NOT PREPARED AT THIS TIME TO SUPPORT THE CON- 
VENING OF A WORLD DISARMAMENT CONFERENCE. WE WILL BE IN 
A BETTER POSITION TO ASSESS THE NEED AND UTILITY OF FUR- 
THER MULTILATERAL ARMS CONTROL MEETINGS IN THE WAKE OF 
THE SSOD. 

2. EMBASSY WILL RECALL THAT AT THE 3 1ST UNGA A SOVIET 
RESOLUTION CALLING FOR A WORLD DISARMAMENT CONFERENCE 
WAS WITHDRAWN IN THE FACE OF OBJECTIONS RAISED BY THE 
NON-ALIGNED. A NON ALIGNED WDC RESOLUTION CALLING UPON 
THE UN AD HOC COMMITTEE ON THE WORLD DISARMAMENT CON- 
FERENCE SIMPLY TO MAINTAIN CONTACT WITH NUCLEAR WEAPON 
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STATES QUOTE, IN ORDER TO KEEP CURRENTLY INFORMED OF 
THEIR RESPECTIVE ATTITUDES... UNQUOTE, WAS ADOPTED BY THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY WITHOUT A VOTE. 

VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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